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Get a thorough introduction to ADO.NET Entity Framework 4 -- Microsoft's core framework for
modeling and interacting with data in .NET applications. The second edition of this acclaimed
guide provides a hands-on tour of the framework latest version in Visual Studio 2010 and .NET
Framework 4. Not only will you learn how to use EF4 in a variety of applications, you'll also gain a
deep understanding of its architecture and APIs.Written by Julia Lerman, the leading
independent authority on the framework, Programming Entity Framework covers it all -- from the
Entity Data Model and Object Services to WCF Services, MVC Apps, and unit testing. This book
highlights important changes for experienced developers familiar with the earlier
version.Understand the core concepts you need to make the best use of the EF4 in your
applicationsLearn to query your data, using either LINQ to Entities or Entity SQLCreate
Windows Forms, WPF, ASP.NET Web Forms, and ASP.NET MVC applicationsBuild and
consume WCF Services, WCF Data Services, and WCF RIA ServicesUse Object Services to
work directly with your entity objectsCreate persistent ignorant entities, repositories, and write
unit testsDelve into model customization, relationship management, change tracking, data
concurrency, and moreGet scores of reusable examples -- written in C# (with notes on Visual
Basic syntax) -- that you can implement right away



Programming Entity Framework: Code First: Creating and Configuring Data Models from Your
Classes Programming Entity Framework: DbContext: Querying, Changing, and Validating Your
Data with Entity Framework LINQ Pocket Reference: Learn and Implement LINQ for .NET
Applications (Pocket Reference (O'Reilly)) Design Patterns: Elements of Reusable Object-
Oriented Software Practical Entity Framework: Database Access for Enterprise Applications
Automate the Boring Stuff with Python, 2nd Edition: Practical Programming for Total Beginners
Software Architecture with C# 9 and .NET 5: Architecting software solutions using
microservices, DevOps, and design patterns for Azure, 2nd Edition C# 9 and .NET 5 – Modern
Cross-Platform Development: Build intelligent apps, websites, and services with Blazor,
ASP.NET Core, and Entity Framework Core using Visual Studio Code



Sureshoe, “Great All-Around Starter for All EF-Related Technologies. It would be nice if there
were multiple reviews available. If you're looking for an expert guide to every nut and bolt of the
Entity Framework (EF) - I'm not sure this is the book.If you're looking for a quickstart, I think this
is a decent book. But, anybody can draw a model without a book. The challenge is DOING
something with that model, and that takes a little more than a 1 page MSDN tutorial.The
challenge is that if you're going to talk about EF, there are hundreds of semi-directly related
topics. LINQ, Entity Queries, WCF, WPF, Silverlight, MVC. There is no way any book could
cover everything you can do with EF.However, this book covers all the core topics very well. As
someone relatively new to LINQ, WCF, and MVC, it was great. As someone who is familiar with
databinding, but never really used it (because it's been mostly awful), it was nice to get into it.So,
5 stars might be a little high, but this book did everything I wanted:1. It gave enough detail to
help me start reasonably quick.2. It covered all the related technologies with enough depth that I
don't have to buy a LINQ book, WPF book, etc, just to use EF.So, if you're newer to the 2010
technologies, I think this is a great place to start.”

Bibliomanic, “Comprehensive and timely. Entity Framework 4 is unarguably the fastest evolving
data provider of any that Microsoft has released to this point. This makes it a moving target and
books released on the subject are practically out of date by the time they're released. Despite
that, I think Ms. Lerman's done an excellent job with this title and has released quite a bit of
supplementary material on the MSDN sites and her blog [...] as well.While the text is aimed at
those familiar with .NET programming and not necessarily EF (as the book states), readers
should have a solid understanding of ADO.NET. Those who have previous experience with LINQ
to SQL classes will definitely benefit in understanding the contents of this book. Despite some
reviews, I found the book well organized considering the depth of the topics. It's replete with
code samples and the explanations of the Entity Data Model are some of the most thorough I've
found in any book on this subject.Where I think the book falls short is in its attempts to cover the
building of applications using EF across multiple platform types, such as WCF, Windows Forms
and web applications. I think O'Reilly's better option here would have been to slim the book back
to core topics and issue separate editions to cover these different platforms.Unlike most
reviewers, I did not feel it would serve as much as a shelf reference as its adjunct books, 
  
Programming Entity Framework: Code First



  
  
     and 
  
Programming Entity Framework: DbContext

  
  
. However, it is still a fine book for training intermediate to advanced .NET developers as a
readable primer, and is about the best of its kind currently available on the markets.”

W. R. Lucas, “Made it easier and faster to adopt Entity Framework. I initially tried to learn EF on
my own using online tutorials and the MSDN forum. I realized very quickly that the tutorials were
too superficial and I needed a strong foundation in EF before using it on production projects.
This book provided all the foundation I needed to be able to quickly work with EF so that I could
program against simple POCO's classes and let EF handle the communication with the
backend. You can do this in such a way that you have complete separation of concerns so if you
ever decide to switch from EF to another ORM product or ORM methodology -- your code
remains unaffected. If you desire, you can control the interaction with the backend.This book
focuses on creating an EDMX model and working with that model and the XML behind the
model. I, on the other hand, was interested only in Code First with and without existing
databases (existing databases are 99% of my world). But the insight in how EF works made
learning Code First a breeze. The book does have chapters that show you how to let EF to
generate and work with POCO classes. However, I prefer to create my classes (domain model)
myself.In Code First, your POCO classes are the model. But whether you create an EDMX
model or choose the Code First approach, once you compile and run the project everything that
follows is exactly the same. It is important to learn the concepts in this book so you understand
the implications of what you are doing and make the right choices in Code First.”

Clint, “Nice book. This is a very thorough database book”



Judge Bread, “Great book for any .NET developer. This is a great book by Julia Lerman. Gives
you a good understanding of how Entity framework operates and how to harness it and build a
strong DAL.”

W. G. Crawley, “Great Book. I originally purchased the Manning Entity Framework 4 in action,
which was a great first book. This book goes beyond that and takes you to the next level.”

The book by Julia Lerman has a rating of  5 out of 4.1. 71 people have provided feedback.
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